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September 23, 2015 “LET THERE BE LIGHT . . . ” — GENESIS 1:3

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

It has been four years since I came to Gardena Valley Baptist Church and
started working as a Nichigo pastor. It has been a great journey for me to
see how God brings people to our Nichigo congregation and help them to
grow in Christ. Now we have over 110 people every Sunday morning to
worship together. Over 50 people came to Christ and got baptized here at
GVBC in last four years. We give thanks to God from our hearts and ask
Him to continue to bless our Nichigo ministry here at GVBC.

When God created heaven and earth, the very first thing He created was
light. Do you know why He created light at the very beginning?  It is
because God is light and light is the best thing to reveal His character. In
1 John 1:5 it says, “This is the message we have heard from him and
declare to you: God is light; in him there is no darkness at all.”

Because God is light and in Him there is no darkness at all, God decided
to create light to help us to understand who He is.

Because God is light and in Him there is no darkness at all, we will not
walk in the darkness if we have a fellowship with God. 1 John 1:6 says, “If
we claim to have fellowship with him yet walk in the darkness, we lie and
do not live by the truth.” Do you now have a feeling that you are walking
in the darkness?  Are you facing a problem and losing your hope?  I
myself sometime get stressed and depressed when I face a serious
problem. When I was young, it took me a long time to come back from this
depression. But, since I became a missionary and started working in
Thailand, I have been learning how faithful our God is and how wonderful
to walk in Him. I am still weak and I still sometimes get depressed and feel
I am walking in the darkness. However, it does not take me as much time
to come back from this spiritual low-condition because I know and believe
God is light and if I have a fellowship with Him I will not keep walking in
the darkness.

What I found out is true — God is light and if we have a fellowship with
Him we will not walk in the darkness. I mean, if we have a daily deep
intimacy with God, we cannot be stressed out and depressed no matter
what life challenges and problems come into our life. God never abandons
us or leaves from us. His light is always with us. Because we sometime
leave from His presence and start walking by ourselves, we feel we are
walking in the darkness.

Let us continue to walk with God so we will not be in the darkness at all. If
you feel you are walking in the darkness, I encourage you to spend more
time in prayer so you will start seeing the light from God. The truth is, we
Christians are not in darkness and actually cannot stay in darkness
because our God is light and we became children of Him. His light is now
in each one of us. If we continue to try to know God more and spend time
with Him more, we will be able to keep walking in light and start shining to
help others to come to Christ.

May God bless you.
Pastor Eiji Osato

Pastor Eiji & Emi Osato with
daughters Naomi & Anna
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SEPTEMBER BOARD REPORT
BY JIM KAWASHIMA, MODERATOR
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Hope all is well with everyone. Your Board of Deacons and Core Ministry Chairpersons met on Tuesday,
September 1 and began with prayer and a devotional. Here’s a brief overview of what transpired:

 We reviewed and approved the August 4 board meeting minutes.
 We reviewed and approved the Treasurer’s Reports. July expenses exceeded revenues by $24,529
but July year-to-date remained positive at $4,635. General Fund revenue through August increased 2% over
2014. In August, Nehemiah 5 received $39,550. Thank you for your faithful and generous giving. Please

continue to pray for Nehemiah 5.
 We voted to approve six new members: Atsuko Kubota, Ann Mak, Kyle Okamuro, Luke Okamuro, Karina

Salgado and Katherine Yogi.
 We recognized the passing of beloved member, Ruby Kitsuta, and removed her from GVBC membership.
 We approved a silent auction fundraiser for the 2015 Urbana Team.
 We approved fundraising through the Advent Conspiracy offering as follows:

o 45% for a water project in 2017 (in Thailand or through charity:  water)
o 45% for the 2016 Japan Short-term Mission Team
o 10% for the Christian school in San Telmo, Mexico (10%)

 We discussed whether to continue to support Operation Christmas Child. The Board has concerns regarding
Samaritan’s Purse president and chief executive officer, Franklin Graham. It was decided we would support
Operation Christmas Child in 2015 pending further research.
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Donations and Flowers given
in honor or loving memory

FROM TO
June Inouye Aya Fujimoto
Walter Hokama Carol Hokama

To Nehemiah 5
Teresa Choi Walter Choi
Paul Masuzumi Ruth Kawai
Richard & Edith Mark To Nehemiah 5
Mary Maeda
Frank & Toyodo Kuida
Alice & Richard Kimura
Paul & Patsy Hasegawa
Richard & Keiko Imatomi
Edith Kunishige
Harold & Reiko Kobata
Diane Nagamine
Harold & Reiko Kobata Aya Fujimoto

To Nehemiah 5
Harold & Reiko Kobata Yutaka Shiraishi

To Nehemiah 5

Monetary donations given in honor or memory of loved ones
support College Scholarship Fund, unless specified.



On Friday, August 21 we were blessed to serve dinner to about 75
guests at St John’s Lutheran Church in Gardena.

Our awesome crew cooked hamburger/tomato sauce goulash over
rice, green salad, creamed corn, garlic bread, fruit cocktail with
bananas, cookies, and punch.

Harvey Ujimori (under careful supervision) cooked the main dish.
Thank you to the Tuesday Night Basketball Fellowship which
provided our servers and clean-up crew. Great job!

There was much joy as we welcomed back Jean Urabe to our
ministry and fellowship. Welcome back Jean!

Once again, Gary Yoshiba, Robert Hirano and Robert from St John’s
provided our praise and oldies music. Our Scripture for the day was
from John 6:32-33. Thank you everyone and thank you Jesus!

Thank you again to the Sunada family for picking up and packing the
donated Guiliano’s bread on August 27 & 28.
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FRIDAY FOOD MINISTRY
BY GERALD MAYEWAKI

CODY NAKAZAKI — EAGLE SCOUT PROJECT

Cody Nakazaki, 17, did his Boy Scouts of America Eagle Scout
project here at GVBC. He built two hospitality kiosks for ministries
to use to promote any upcoming church events. Cody has been
attending GVBC ever since he was born. He enjoys listening to the
Sunday messages and going to the Friday night high school
ministry. He has been in Scouts since the age of six and is on his
final phase of the scouting program. He started Cub Scouts in
Pack 759 and is now in Troop 851. He has completed six rank
advancements and 22 merit badges. The project is the final step in
achieving the Rank of Eagle.

Cody constructed the kiosks because church ministries currently
use EZ-up canopies and tables. The kiosks will make it easier for
volunteers to hand out information and do sign-ups in a shaded
area. The kiosks can be stored in the basement during the week.

Cody said, “It was a great learning experience for me. I learned a
lot about management, planning, design, safety, fund raising, the many different
types of wood, and how to explain myself in a clear manner. I plan on implementing
the things I learned in my adult life. Thank you to Pastor Steve and the staff for
letting me use their tools and to Dean Yokota for helping, letting me use his
driveway, and waking up early to set up.”

(Special thanks to Miller Fong, architect and Evergreen Baptist Church Los Angeles
member, for allowing GVBC to use his hospitality kiosk design.)

32Jesus said to them, “I tell you the truth, it is not
Moses who has given you the bread from heaven,
but it is my Father who gives you the true bread
from heaven. 33For the bread of God is he who
comes down from heaven and gives life to the
world.” — John 6:32-33 NIV
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BAPTISM SUNDAY, AUGUST 30
I BAPTIZE YOU WITH WATER, BUT HE WILL BAPTIZE YOU WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT.” — MARK 1:8

TOMMY SHIROTA

“Good morning church!  My name is Tommy Shirota and I’m an upcoming senior. My story is the
greatest story. It’s not because of where God pulled me out of which makes the story great, but it’s the
story we all as believers share and can take joy in — God demonstrating His glory through a changed
life.

I grew up in the church, learning about Jesus. It was saturated into me and familiar. I went to all the
Sunday schools, all the summer camps, heard the Gospel. But, I wasn’t Christian. No, my life and the
way I decided to live it was exactly that — how I decided to live it. You would not recognize me at school,
with friends, at church, in the home. I lived two-faced, three-faced even. My friends who saw me would not be
able to tell I knew who Jesus was. All they’d see is another guy who goes to church on the weekends. They’d
say, “But I know I can still make dirty jokes, bully kids, and celebrate evil with him.” I thought by praying a prayer
and coming to church was what made me “Christian.” It was a label to throw around with adults and at church.
Never once did it occur to me that I was living like a hypocrite.

Then, my freshman summer camp came along. My cabin leader had the deepest passion for Jesus which had
overflowed into our cabin talks. The joy he had in knowing the Lord was something I felt strange about. “Why
didn’t I have that same passion?  We believe in the same things, right?”  That’s when it hit me. OOOOOH, no we
didn’t because if we did then my life wouldn’t look the way it does. It was then I truly made the decision to follow
Christ. What it meant to die and take up my cross daily became a reality. God has been revealing who He is to
me every day since.

But I never wanted to be baptized because I thought I didn’t have a story to tell. I was no one special. I wasn’t
into drugs or gangs. I didn’t come from a broken family life. I realized this doesn't matter in the slightest to God.
He will use me no matter where I am. And, any life which turns from darkness into light is a miracle. For this
reason, I stand here and profess Jesus truly is Lord and worthy of all glory.

KATHERINE YOGI

“Hi, my name is Katherine Yogi. I’m 18 years old and I’m going into my senior year of high school. I’ve
grown up in GVBC — my dad went here and I’ve been here since I was a baby in the nursery. Okay,
skip to 12 years later, middle school. Over time I had developed a preconceived idea of what the “perfect
Christian” should look like. I felt, because I had been a part of the church for so long, I had to be perfect.
This only led me to not want to accept my sins for what they were and always having the answer which
made my leaders happy in our cabin times. For almost all of middle school I felt like I wasn’t living
authentically and I was really living to please the world and do what the world asked of me instead of
living to please God and doing what he’s called us to do.

I really started to take my faith seriously as I went into my sophomore year of high school. Our summer camp
theme was “Forgiven to Forgiver” and for the first part of the messages we really focused on our sins and how
undeserving we were of God’s grace. This camp really broke down my walls and it was the first time I allowed
myself to be truly honest about where I was in my walk with God and the sins I had committed against Him.
Something I really started to question was my identity — what made me who I was?  Did other people like the
kind of person I was?

As my sophomore year started, I started at a new school. I hadn’t been too worried about being the new girl in
high school, but as the school year started I quickly realized there were defined cliques and everybody had
already found their place in this school. There wasn’t room for me. I didn't feel accepted by my peers and began
to alter who I was and started living for the world again. During this time, I really turned to my church friends and
youth group for support. They were where I felt most accepted and I could really be who I was without fear of
judgement. Looking back on my sophomore year, I realized the reason I had always felt so loved by my friends
from church was really the love of Christ shining through them. It encouraged me to go on and share this love
with others. Throughout my sophomore year, God really challenged me by testing me in areas where He knew I
was insecure. But through those challenges I really grew to love as Christ loved us and to realize my strength did
not come from myself, but from Him. And my identity wasn’t in the world, but in Jesus Christ. As Romans 12:2
says: “Do not be conformed by the world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you
may discern what is the will of God, what is good, acceptable, and perfect.”
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FAMILY NEWS
A NEW COMMAND I GIVE YOU: LOVE ONE ANOTHER . . . — JOHN 13:34

OUR PRAYERS AND CONDOLENCES GO OUT TO THOSE WHO LOST LOVED ONES
Rodney & Coco Kagawa in the passing of Rodney’s cousin and Margaret Chomori’s aunt, Shirley Oka. The funeral will
be held on Friday, October 2 at 10:00 a.m. at GVBC. Pastor Daniel Matsuda will officiate.

To Laura Ishikawa, Marcus, Theresa Pereira, Brianna and Justin, David Aoki, Jr, and the rest of the Aoki family for the
passing of their father/grandfather, David Aoki, Sr. The funeral will be held on Saturday, October 3 at 10:00 a.m. at
GVBC. Pastor Steve Langley will officiate.

LETTERS FROM OUR GVBC FAMILY
Dear Church Family, I am extraordinarily grateful to God for the love expressed by you over these past weeks before
and after my surgery. First of all, thank you for the ongoing prayers, especially when I went back in the hospital for the
second time after the surgery. I know that the prayers have upheld and sustained Steve and I with God’s peace,
strength, and hope throughout this health challenge. Steve and I also want to express our heartfelt thanks for the meals,
notes, flowers, and countless ways you have expressed your support and love. Thankful for His faithfulness and love,
Nancy Langley. “I am He who will sustain you. I have made you and I will carry you.” — Isaiah 46:4 NIV

Dear GVBC, Thank you for your congregations’ participation in the World Mission Offering during the 2014-2015 fiscal
year. We are blessed to have your partnership in ministry. We pray you will continue to partner with International
Ministries in serving God’s kingdom through 2015 World Mission Offering. Thank you again. Yours in Christ, Rev. Dr.
Reid S. Trulson, Executive Director

Dear Friends, On behalf of the City of Gardena, we would like to extend our sincere thanks for your June, July, and
August monetary donations of $1,500 [from our LOVE Fund], 19 bags and 3 cases of food to our emergency food
pantry. Together we can continue in our mission to try to keep up with the increasing needs of struggling families and
individuals in our community. Sincerely, James Kimmons, Recreation Supervisor, by Susie Santana, Recreation
Coordinator

SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT THANK YOU

LAUREN CHENG
August 21, 2015

Dear GVBC Family, Scholarship Committee, and Board Members,

Thank you for awarding me the Christian Service Scholarship. I feel very privileged
and honored to receive this scholarship!  I will be a sophomore at Cal Poly Pomona
this fall and will be using the generous amount of money toward college expenses. I
look forward to continue serving at GVBC in the nursery as well as on my campus
through my Christian club EPIC Movement: A Cru Ministry.

In Christ,
Lauren Cheng

OUR MISSION FIELD
THEREFORE, GO AND MAKE DISCIPLES OF ALL NATIONS. — MATTHEWS 28:19

MISSIONS PRAYER GATHERING TO BEGIN TUESDAY, OCTOBER 13
A new prayer time for our missionaries and GVBC's ongoing missions work will start on
Tuesday, October 13, and will continue every month on the 2nd Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. in
Room 119. This gathering is open to all. Please join us for prayer. Information on our
missionaries and missions projects will be provided. For any questions please contact
Linda Hayashi through the church office.

WANTED: Our pastoral intern Michelle Law plans to move to our area to be closer to GVBC. She is
looking for a room to rent or a small apartment. If you have a room she could rent or know of an apartment
nearby, please contact Jan Magnani in the office, ext. 0 or email her at: jan@gvbc.net.



FYI  EVENTS CALENDAR

OASIS
Wednesdays at 6:30 — 9:00 p.m., Room 218 taught by
Pastor Ron Matsuda. We will finish Colossians then we
will get into a study of Ephesians paragraph-by-
paragraph, using the three-step process of observe,
interpret, and apply. We will most likely be in Ephesians
all of next year 2016.

MEN’S BREAKFAST
CANCELLED September 26 meeting.

ROOTED (COLLEGE-AGE & YOUNG ADULT)
Sunday nights, 5:30 p.m., Community Hall. Our new
ministry, Rooted, will kick off on Sunday, September 27
from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m. in the Community Hall, east side.
College-age and young adults will gather together each
week for a time of teaching and praising the Lord!
Questions can be directed to Chris Koga or Brad Toy.

FALL QUARTER COMMUNITY GROUPS
If you are not already in a Community Group, the last day
to register for our fall quarter will be on Sunday
September 27 in the Courtyard after the worship services.

WORKDAY
Saturday, October 3, starting at 8:00 a.m. “Wake-up”
coffee & donuts provided as well as a delicious lunch. No
experience needed. All are invited to come join the crew
in cleaning and maintaining GVBC!

MEN’S RETREAT
Saturday, October 3 to Sunday, October 4, Victory Ranch
in Moreno Valley. For all men college-age and up, cost is
$70 per person. The theme is “Follow Me” with guest
speaker Kenny Wada from Evergreen Baptist Church
SGV. This is a great time of fellowship, sharing, support
and teaching plus lots of fun during your free time. Sign
ups taking place now after the worship services in the
Courtyard. Scholarships are available. Anyone in need of
a ride, meet at the GVBC parking lot at 7:00 a.m. on
October 3. Contact Dave Uratsu at: dturatsu@aol.com or
Kent Komae at: kentkomae1@gmail.com

BILINGUAL SERVICE
[NOTE date change] Saturday, October 3, 7:00 p.m.,
Sanctuary. We are having special Oratorio Concert
directed by Ms. Naoko Suga, who directs the LA Oratorio
Group and who is also an accomplished pianist with a
doctorate degree music. Refreshments served in Room
201 after the service. Everyone welcome. For more info
contact Pastor Eiji Osato, ext. 676, eiji@gvbc.net.

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD KICK-OFF
Sunday, October 11

OFFICE CLOSED
Monday, October 12 Columbus Day

URBANA SILENT AUCTION
Sunday, October 25

HARVEST FESTIVAL
Saturday, October 31, 5:30 — 7:30 p.m. Room setup will
be on Thursday, October 29, starting at 2:00 p.m. and

erector setup on Friday, October 30. Volunteer signups
will start on Sunday, September 27 after the worship
services. More info to follow in the next Spirit issue.

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS ENDS
Sunday, November 1. Fall BACK one hour.

ANNUAL ELECTION MEETING
Sunday, November 8, 12:30 p.m., Bento lunch or bring
your own. Signups and more info to follow.

2015 WOMEN’S WEEKEND
November 6 & 7. Special speaker is Ellen Hong. Friday
night 7:00 — 8:00 p.m. will be a wonderful night of
worship. From 8:00 — 9:00 p.m. there will be
refreshments in Room 201 and the Courtyard. On
Saturday from 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. we will hear two
messages from Ellen Hong, join in with discussion groups,
enjoy a delicious lunch, and participate in afternoon
activity which will be a mission project. We’ll end the
weekend with the Women’s Worship Team. Our director is
Chris Umetsu.

VETERAN’S DAY — OFFICE WILL BE OPEN
Wednesday, November 11

101, 201, 301, 401 CLASSES
Sunday, November 22. [301 Part 2 on Sun. Nov. 29]

THANKSGIVING SUNDAY SERVICES
November 22, both services in the Community Hall.

THANKSGIVING — OFFICE CLOSED
Thursday, November 26 and Friday, November 27

WORK DAY — CHRISTMAS DECORATING
Saturday, November 28

ALL-CHURCH CHRISTMAS POTLUCK
SAVE THE DATE for this family friendly potluck on
Sunday, December 6 at 5:00 — 7:00 p.m., Community Hall.
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NEXT SPIRIT ISSUE
Available online Wednesday, October 7 at www.gvbc.net “Our Newsletter.” Hard copies available in the
Narthex and the back of the Community Hall. All articles should be submitted by Sunday, October 4.

Announcements

PASTORAL STAFF APPRECIATION MONTH

October is our annual Pastoral Staff Appreciation month. Cards, letters, or emails of
appreciation can be sent during the month of October. Place them in the box on the
Narthex counter throughout the entire month of October or send them to the church
office. We will recognize our Pastoral Staff and their spouses during both worship
services on Sunday, October 25. Our Pastoral Staff consists of:

Steve & Nancy Langley, Senior Pastor
Daniel & Linda Matsuda, Associate Pastor, Youth
Eiji & Emi Osato, Associate Pastor, Nichigo
James & Yuko Chang, Assistant Pastor
Annette Kakimoto, Assistant Pastor
Chris & Michelle Koga, Assistant Pastor, Young Adult
Brad & Grace Toy, College-age Director
Layne Wakuta, Youth Director
Susan Wakuta, Elementary Children’s Director

PREPARED FOR COLLEGE WORKSHOP

Attention parents of high schoolers and high school students.

Come join us for an informative workshop on “Being Prepared for College” on Wednesday, October 14,
7:00 to 8:30 p.m., Room 220. Speaker will be Steve Bautista, College Counselor at Santa Ana College
and also a parent of a college freshman.

Topics covered are: timeline: SATs, ACTs, scholarships, financial aid, applications/college selection —
community college, CSU, UC, and private/independent colleges and universities; what are the
requirements for each, etc.; selecting a major; FAFSA; expenses: out of state vs. within California;
finding community, i.e., joining a club, a church, etc.

WELCOME BACK, BELOVED PIPE ORGAN!

Our pipe organ console is back in its rightful place in the sanctuary balcony and is
ready to go after being out of commission since April. The reinstallation was
completed this week by Greg Rister [pictured at right], Rister Pipe Organs, and our
organists received an orientation to familiarize them with the new features.

Back in 1969, our American Baptist Women Circles sold cookbooks to raise $25,000
to buy the pipe organ. In 2015, we raised another $25,000 for major repairs through
the sale of a special 100th Anniversary edition of the original cookbook and a Board
approved transfer from an unused fund.

Thank you to all who purchased cookbooks or donated money for the pipe organ
rehab.
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GVBC Staff

STEVE LANGLEY Senior Pastor ext. 0

EIJI OSATO Associate Pastor, Nichigo ext. 676

DANIEL MATSUDA Associate Pastor ext. 681

JAMES CHANG Assistant Pastor ext. 679

ANNETTE KAKIMOTO Assistant Pastor ext. 680

CHRIS KOGA Assistant Pastor, Young Adult
BRAD TOY College-age Director
LAYNE WAKUTA Youth Director ext. 684

SUSAN WAKUTA Children’s Director ext. 689

TAMMY HERNANDEZ Early Childhood Coordinator
EMILY NOGUCHI Nursery Coordinator
LEE MATSUMAMI Worship Music & Arts Coordinator
NAOTO FUNADA Nichigo Worship Coordinator
WENDY NAKANO Office Manager ext. 672

PEGGY KUSHIGEMACHI Financial Assistant ext. 675

JAN MAGNANI Secretary ext. 671

REI ABE Nichigo Secretary ext. 677

SANDY TSUKAMOTO Christian Education Secretary ext. 678

SUSIE SHELLEY Newsletter Editor ext. 673

GERALD MAYEWAKI Facilities Assistant
SOCORRO “COCO” KAGAWA Maintenance Assistant
JAI PHETSOMPHOU Maintenance Assistant
ROBERT KATO Sunday Services Assistant
EDMOND AVIADO Sunday Services Assistant

English Worship Services: 8:45 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School concurrent

Japanese Worship Service: 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School at 9:30 a.m., Room 206

Fall Series:  The Good News of God

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27
Right Hand of Fellowship
Pastor Steve Langley ~ Beloved by God

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4/COMMUNION
Broken by Our Sin

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 11
Reconciled by Jesus

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 18
Thailand missionaries, Mike & Becky Mann, speaking
Empowered by the Spirit

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25
From Religion to Relationship


